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In this paper the authors correctly indicate that some years ago
M. Tsai and | presented a fornulation of this problem which
renmoved the size restriction on the dianmeter of the spherical
particle inposed in earlier treatnments. However, | w sh to point
out that the primary purpose of our paper was to establish an
exact fornulation of the problemalong the lines outlined by the

present  authors. _That is, the desired beam which is an
approxi mat e solution of  Maxwell’s equations is itself
approximated by a sum (in our casc an integral) of exact
solutions thereof. The result, as pointed out by Hodges, et.al.

(1] and by Gouesbet, et.al. in a conpanion paper [2], is a field
which is an exact solution of Maxwell’s equations and which
closely resenbles the desired beamlike field distribution.
While arrived at in a sonewhat different nanner, that is the
concept we presented in our earlier paper. [3] This is not neant
to detract in any way from the contribution 0Of the present
aut hors. Rather, 1 amgratified that this idea has, after all
these years, found its way into valuable application and, | m ght
add, elegantly couched in"the context of Davis beans.

Finally, T wish to point out that, through an unfortunate debacle
concerning the reference nunbering, s reference in ny earlier
paper with M. Tsai which was intended to indicate where one
m ght find the expansion of vector cylindrical waves in terms of
vector spherical waves (partial waves.), appeared instead as a
reference to the classic text by J. A Stratton. \Wile the error
was |ater pointed out in an “Erratunf [4] , the correct reference
was not included. That omission is rectified here. [5] [n that
paper an expansion in terns ‘of partial waves; i.e., exact
solutions of Maxwell’'s equations, is used to represent a beam-
l'ike field. However, the beam is of dubious practical interest
in that it has a null on axis. Nevertheless, the partial wave
expansi on needed for the later work [3] is published therein.
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